[Effective use of combination chemotherapy with paclitaxel and 5-fluorouracil in a case of non-resectable advanced gastric cancer].
The patient was a 67-year-old man who had gastric cancer located in the posterior wall of the stomach and who underwent surgery on June 27, 2001. The operative finding was carcinomatous peritonitis in which the primary lesion was considered to be surgically unresectable. Therefore, only a probe laparotomy was performed. Under full informed consent, we performed combination chemotherapy with paclitaxel and 5-fluorouracil, 5-fluorouracil (600 mg/m2/day) was infused continuously for 120-hours (day 1-5) on administration and paclitaxel (60 mg/m2) was infused for 1.5 hours after premedication at day 8, 15 and 22 on an outpatient basis. After 2 courses of the chemotherapy, the tumor markers were reduced remarkably, ascites had completely disappeared, and abdominal lymph nodes had decreased. No serious adverse event was observed and the patient maintained good QOL throughout the treatment.